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Agroforestry practices on West Balkan: weaknesses and strengths – AGFORWEB is a two-year project co-fun-
ded by EU through Erasmus+ program Key Action 2 Partnership for cooperation. 

Agroforestry offers nature-based solutions in many aspects, starting from improving the environment 
and combating climate change to improving the socio-economic status of the local community. In this re-
gard, there is a need to raise people’s awareness of the potentials, benefits, and advantages of agroforestry 
both for environmental protection and human well-being, and for education of the agroforestry professio-
nals who are able to support stakeholders in planning, design and practicing agroforestry. 

The aim of the AGFORWEB project is to provide a solid foundation for the education of new professionals 
in the field of agroforestry who should master the knowledge of state-of-the-art agroforestry systems and 
practices and digital skills and competences. Their support in implementation of agroforestry should be 
valuable starting from farm to landscape level. Also, the intention of AGFORWEB is to strengthen the coope-
ration between higher education and the local community and strengthen the connection between science 
and practice (Fig. 1). 

The education of professionals who are able to effectively plan and design agroforestry practices to 
accomplish potentials of agroforestry requires well-tailored curricula of Agroforestry modules. To achie-
ve this, seven curricula in the field of Agroforestry have been revised and adapted to meet the needs of 
country-specific environmental and socio-economic conditions. New learning materials will be created for 
students in the form of textbook, manual, and multimedia material for mastering digital skills.

The building a digital database on the most commonly used agroforestry practices in consortium coun-
tries is the core output of the project. This database is intended to enable the improvement of education 
and raising of digital literacy, in terms of the development and improvement of digital skills and research. 
Maintaining the database should be a continuous process that includes further improvement and addition 
of data on newly implemented agroforestry practices. In this process are involved students, researchers, 
farmers, local self-government, and enterprises interested in agroforestry implementation. Together, they 
should contribute to the growth and improvement of the database through data collection in the monitoring 
process. These activities strengthen cross-sectorial cooperation.

Lifelong learning publications are prepared for agroforestry practitioners - local farmers, enterprises, 
self-government, and other stakeholders. The methodology applied for preparation of lifelong learning 
publication involved combining academic knowledge and real-life experience in establishment of most 
common agroforestry practices with participatory approach focused on conducting workshops that enable 
various participant groups (farmers, decision makers) to achieve tangible outcomes. These workshops are 
designed to explore and apply subsidy mechanisms offered by various donors, with the aim of encouraging 
greater adoption of agroforestry systems.

AGFORWEB gathered five institutions from four countries: the countries of the European Union - Croatia 
and Bulgaria and the countries of the Western Balkans - Serbia and Montenegro. The aim of this cooperation 
is the exchange of experiences in education and practice of agroforestry between partners and co-creation 
of knowledge.

The outputs of this project can be the base for further networking and knowledge exchange in the deve-
lopment of policy for agroforestry in Western Balkans.
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